
May Jesus Christ be 
our Guiding Light  

   
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               T A “TOWN HALL” MEETING conducted in-  
              person and virtually this month, participants 
                 had the opportunity to digest and reflect on 
a four-week series that examined the parish’s past, 
present, and future. Following each Divine Liturgy in 
September, speakers took turns detailing the $15,000 
proposal from K&W Engineers and Consultants, and 
explained why a master site plan and feasibility study 
of each of the parish’s properties is needed at this time. 
A poll was taken to help the Council decide to accept 
the proposal at its October 7 meeting; parishioners 
unanimously supported it with only one exception.  
 
Expect, therefore, Phase I to begin later this month. 
State College architect Bob Hoffman will conduct 
comprehensive charettes with each parish “stakeholder.” 

(continued, see SITE PLANNING TO BEGIN, next page) 

 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                       NE OF OUR CALLINGS AS CHRISTIANS is to 
                    continually examine our whole lives in the  
                   light of our faith. Every thought, word, or act-
ion should be tested through the lens of faith. Our 
question should ever be, “how does what I am doing 
relate to Jesus Christ, to faith in Him, and to His com-
mandments?” And this is especially true when it comes 
to large decisions like “where should I live” or “what pro-
fession should I undertake” or “whom should I marry.” 
Jesus Christ, the Logic of God, should be our first prin-
ciple, our guiding light, and the ultimate aim of every part 
of our lives, both as individuals and as a parish family.   

(continued, see FROM THE RECTOR’S DESK, next page) 
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Kicking off four weeks of vision-casting presentations, Council President Justin Houser gave an overview of the strategic planning 
process that identified the need for a master site plan and feasibility study of the parish’s properties in State College and Beavertown. 
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<  NEWS & NOTES  
Help Our Brothers and Sisters 
Ravaged by Western Wildfires 

Beauty Will Save the World: 
Pre-order Sheehan’s Liturgy 

Mission Center’s Virtual 2020 
Trek4Missions a Huge Success 

Holy Day this Month 
Great Martyr Demetrius the 
Myrrh-Gusher of Thessalonica 
MEMORIAL SERVICES:   
 Fri., October 23, 6pm  
 Sat. October 24, 9am 
 (A. Stickles, Prosphora) 
VESPERS:  Sun, October 25, 6pm  
LITURGY: Mon., October 26, 8am 

   (I. Andrzhievskaya, Prosphora) 

Site Planning to Begin 
(continued from page 1) 
 

As we now draw near to a time when we will be being 
asked to provide input on our facilities, it is paramount 
that we keep Jesus Christ and His commandments in 
the forefront of our thoughts. We should be able to 
reason theologically as we make practical suggestions; 
this is the Christian way to do things. Our property 
needs to reflect the ministries we are engaged in, our 
ministries need to reflect our values, and our values 
need to be based on Jesus Christ and on his life-giving 
teachings. 
 
Thus, for example, something like expanding our 
worship space should not be seen as simply an attempt 
to address practical concerns. Instead, it should be a 
fulfillment of Christ’s calling to us to “show hospitality 
to strangers” (Heb. 13:2), which is itself an expression 
of the commandment “love the one near to you” 
(Matt. 22:39).  
 
It should be an expression of our desire to “do the work 
of an evangelist” (2. Tim. 4:5), so that all men might “be 
saved and come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 
2:4). It should be a reasonable and responsible express-
ion of our stewardship, as we acknowledge that “the 
earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof” (Ps. 24:1) 
and that we are truly “servants of the Lord” (Is. 54:17) 
who have become God’s “workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works” (Eph. 2:10). It should be 
an expression of our desire to more fully “worship in 
Spirit and truth” (Jn. 4:23) and worship “in the beauty 
  
 
 
 
The gatherings of members, catechumens, inquirers, 
college students, children, etc., will occur at each church 
and via teleconference; check the weekly bulletin for 
specific dates and times or call (814) 231-2855 for more 
information. After the completion of Phase I (i.e., the 
Master Site Plan and Feasibility Study; which includes 

of holiness” (Ps. 29:2), and so on. But our calling to 
reason deeply and theologically about what we are 
doing doesn’t mean we have to have all the answers 
when we first speak. We should feel free to openly and 
honestly make suggestions to one another and to the 
team from K&W Engineers and Consultants. 
Nothing is too trivial to mention, and no dream is too 
grandiose to at least receive some consideration. 
Truthfully, in many cases there aren’t right or wrong 
answers, just different options for how we might 
proceed.  
 
So, let’s get ready, get excited, put on our thinking caps, 
remain vigilant in prayer, and look forward to seeing 
how the Holy Spirit will work in us. May our coming 
deliberations be blessed and be a blessing to us, to the 
glory of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. <  
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
the assessment of both churches and Trinity House, 
and a thorough review of zoning ordinances, building 
codes, and ramifications) and Phase II (i.e., the Master 
Site Concept; which includes architectural plans and 
renderings, construction budgets, and timelines), the 
parish will have a clear picture of the options it has to 
continue its mission to Centre and Snyder counties. 
K&W’s full proposal and experience portfolio can be 
found in the Narthex and at holytrinity-oca.org. < 

the stress of what the world has laid on us, seemingly 
pitting us one against the other. We have allowed the 
world that is fallen and passing away, according to 
Sacred Scripture (1 Cor. 7:31; 1 Jn. 2:17), to set the tone 
for how we who are brothers and sisters in the Crucified 
One relate to one another and to determine our agenda 
instead of seeing this chaos in the light of the Life-
giving Cross. This is a divinely given opportunity for us 
to work out our salvation in fear and trembling… 
together (Phil. 2:12). For the Fathers teach us that none 
of us is saved by ourselves. If we are being saved, it is 
together, as a community of believers. A community of 
believers divided, however, cannot be saved (Mt. 12:25; 
Mk. 3:24-25; Lk. 11:17)!  
 
Are our hymns, then, eloquently regaling this most 
precious Cross, but words on a page or do they truly 
express our experience of being saved together? It is the 
Cross of Jesus Christ that each of us gathered here and 
those absent from this holy assembly have been signed 
and sealed with. It is the Cross that binds us together 
as brothers and sisters in the Lord Jesus Christ... [W]hy 
do we assume…a lack of love on our brother or sister’s 
part if he or she happens not to agree with our 
assessment of the current shared situation? Each of us 
has been bearing the Cross. Each of us has been sharing 
in our Lord’s Passion, doing so as faithfully as each of 
us can, but I’m not sure we’re recognizing that. Is it 
because we have allowed the worldly wisdom to cloud 
our vision which, under “normal” circumstances, would 
not be an issue? Are we looking upon each other 
through the Cross or are we doing so through the filter 
of the world’s wisdom? …  
 
[T]oday, in the light of [the Holy Precious and Life-
giving Cross], we are granted an opportunity to change 
our world, not through the world’s rioting and protests, 
but through repentance and humility. And so the 
hymns we have sung in praise of the glorious 
conquering Cross can become our reality and not 
simply words on a page we sing. [As St. John of 
Kronstadt says], “Where the Cross is, there is love.” <  
EDITOR’S NOTE: This article is adapted from Father David’s 
sermon on the Feast of the Holy Cross, September 14, 2020. 

 

 
 

SAN FRANCISCO [via oca.org] — The terrible fires out 
here in the West continue. Several families have 
experienced the loss of their homes in Oregon, 
Washington, and California; and Holy Assumption 
Monastery, the oldest Orthodox women’s monastery 
in the Western Hemisphere, is at risk. Your prayers 
and donations sent to the parish with the memo 
“Wildfire Relief” will help low-income families who 
were unprepared for such devastation. Thank you. 

 

SOUTH CANAAN, PA — Benedict Sheehan, who con-
ducted a singing workshop at Holy Trinity last year, 
invites us to pre-order his upcoming album, Liturgy of 
St. John Chrysostom. The album has already had the 
prestigious distinction of becoming the #1 New 
Release in Opera & Vocal on Amazon, and—with 
your help—can make Billboard’s “Top 15 Classicals” 
when it debuts! Every physical pre-order counts 
towards its first week sales and Billboard charting, so 
your individual contribution can have a real impact. 
The collector’s edition includes high-resolution audio 
recordings in 2.0 and 5.0 Surround, as well as three 
bonus videos, and will make great Christmas presents. 
Pre-order and learn more at cappellaromana.org. 

 

ST. AUGUSTINE, FL.  [via ocmc.org] — Thirty-three teams, 
consisting of 226 participants, pedaled, walked, ran, 
and swam a total of 20,114 miles to support OCMC’s 
efforts to bring the Good News to the ends of the earth! 
Their collective efforts raised over $125,000 for 
missions in just five weeks from August 9 – September 
14, far surpassing our original goal of $100,000. The 
words of St. Paul to the Romans, “How beautiful are 
the feet of those who bring good news!" were brought 
to life in this year’s Trek. If you would like to participate 
in the future, email Daniel Kindell at events@ocmc.org. 

<  FROM THE RECTOR’S DESK 

Collaborating on a Vision for Outreach     
 

(continued 
from page 1) 

— Fr. Ignatius 



Pandemic Advice 
 
 

  
 
Maybe the second wave [of coronavirus] 
has begun, or perhaps it is a new rise in 
the first wave, but my heart feels uneasy 
for some reason again. Again, invisible 
shells seem to be bursting around us, and 
one or the other of our acquaintances is 
fighting this illness… 
 
[W]e must follow the recommendations 
of doctors, act according to our conscience, 
not lose our heads, and most importantly, 
we must keep peace in our hearts and 
calmness in our souls. Our main deed is 
inner work. This is the main means of 
salvation during the time of troubles, 
wars, and epidemics. This work consists 
in living before God, Who is with us 
both in health and in illness, at home 
and on the street, in hospital, and, of 
course, in the church. 
 
We are called to rejoice always, to pray 
incessantly, and to thank God for every-
thing. How can we not rejoice if we 
believe in the good providence of God? 
How can we not always pray if we are 
aware of our extreme weakness? How 
can we not thank Him when He pours 

out His mercy on us so generously! We 
have so much to do within ourselves, to 
work so much to cleanse our heart! 
 
We should learn to hear and do the will 
of God, learn to understand and love 
people, use our time correctly, and not 
waste it. We should learn to recognize 
Christ in the Sacraments of the Church, 
understand and love the beauty and 
truth of His Gospel words, learn to talk 
with Him in prayer, and not just repeat 
other people’s words. We should learn to 
recognize the actions of the evil one, 
avoid temptations, tolerate sorrows 
kindly, understand the meaning of 
suffering, and learn to sacrifice ourselves. 
 
We have a whole world inside, a whole 
universe! Thoughts, feelings, memories, 
the voice of conscience, a sense of duty, 
visual images, melodies, words, the 
memories of the scent of a blossoming 
meadow, of our worries, moments 
of happiness, revelations and of our 
departed loved ones. Various forces work 
within us. Our hearts, according to 
Dostoevsky, are the battlefield of God 
and the devil. Our inner state influences 
our perception of the external world: 

people and events. Our mood is more 
dependent on the internal state than  
on some external reasons. 
 
We all know how changeable our  
mood can be… We can indulge in the 
free flow of thoughts, we can succumb 
indiscriminately to the movement  
of various feelings and be only 
contemplators of what is happening 
inside, without resisting anything,  
but this will lead to evil taking over us. 
Some people, who are in despair, think 
that it is impossible to change themselves, 
they get used to their inner disorder,  
and try to find joy in external pleasures. 
But if you don’t arrange your inner life, 
everything will end in disaster! Do not 
agree with the evil that is within you. 
Fight with yourself. 
 
We still have time to turn our attention 
inside our heart and turn it towards 
Christ. This main deed will increase 
immunity, help maintain sobriety and 
calmness in our troubled times amid the 
discord of different opinions. 

— Bishop Panteleimon  
of Orekhovo-Zuevsk 

 
 
 
 

<  CAMPUS MINISTRY  

OCF Remains Vibrant and 
Active Despite Challenges The Cross is Christ’s glory. It is His triumph. Do we 

believe that? It is this preaching of the Holy Cross and 
of the Saviour crucified thereon and risen—its divine 
revelation—which divides the sheep from the goats, 
the wise from the foolish, those who are being saved by 
embracing it and those who are perishing by rejecting 
the Holy One of God pierced, and “slain from the 
foundation of the world” (Rev. 13:8). “[F]or there is no 
other [sign] under Heaven given among men whereby 
we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).   
 
Beloved, the Church offers no apologies for the Cross 
and her crucified God…[T]he Cross is not something 
we go seeking after. It finds us soon enough. I’ve been 
 

doing a lot of pondering over the past months. I can’t 
help but wonder and ask myself as we have been facing 
a seemingly endless COVID situation and social unrest 
unprecedented since the riots I experienced in my 
youth of the 1960s, do we understand that what we 
have been experiencing together is really the Cross?  
We sing all the flowery hymnody with which we adorn 
this holy and precious Feast, but do we sing it because 
this has been our experience, and so rejoice that joy has, 
in fact, come into this world—has come to us—
through the Cross, or is this just words?   
 
I have watched over the last several months Christians 
of different flavors and various stripes dividing under 
 

 
 
 
 
The Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops in 
America has dedicated the month of October to 
college students in support of Orthodox Christian 
Fellowship (OCF)—which has 290 on-campus 
chapters, including one here at Penn State. Our local 
efforts to bring the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the 
campus is supported through your stewardship of the 
parish; $3,500 is provided annually from the operating 
budget to minister directly to college students. 
Although this semester has been challenging to our 
students and faculty, the ministry remains active. 
 
Even though Penn State is preventing gatherings and 
forbidding on-campus worship that involves singing, 
the Orthodox Christian Fellowship at Penn State has 
successfully adapted to this new landscape, providing 
monthly virtual meetings (first Thursdays, 7 p.m.), 
weekly open houses at Trinity House (Mondays, 7 to 
10 p.m.), and occasional outdoor gatherings (hiking 
Mount Nittany, for example).  
 
In August, the chapter held an orientation session 
through Zoom; in September, Fr. Ignatius sat in the 
“hot seat” for a virtual “Stump the Priest” event; in 
October, the  students moved “Game Night” online; 
and in November, the chapter will welcome Ancient 
Faith Radio podcaster Fr. Thomas Soroka to speak 
on contemporary issues. The student leaders have also 
been busy assembling a weekly newsletter featuring 
saints, iconography, feasts, prayers, and articles. You 
can view their work at holytrinity-oca.org.  
 
On the national level, in addition to weekly large- and 
small-group teleconferences, a virtual retreat will take 
place November 6-8, uniting students from all across 
the country. Although its annual College Conferences 
and Real Break trips are being reimagined because of 
the pandemic, its board, staff and students remain 
committed to its mission of fellowship, education, 
worship, and service. Learn more at ocf.net. <

High School Class to Gather 
This fall, the parish’s students are learning about the 
Faith at home through the parish's Church School @ 
Home curriculum (visit holytrinity-oca.org/youtube to 
learn more). They also have the opportunity to attend 
the national church’s online school Tuesdays at 7 p.m. 
via oca.org. In addition, the parish’s high school class 
will conduct biweekly in-person gatherings now 
through November. Every other Saturday at 4 p.m. 
beginning October 10, students and their teachers will 
meet outside on the porch at Trinity House (weather 
permitting) or in the Parish Hall (socially distanced, 
with face coverings required). Each gathering will be 
simulcast via holytrinity-oca.org/zoom as well. 
 

Orthodoxy 101 to Begin Oct. 27 
The parish’s inquirer’s class, Orthodoxy 101, returns 
on Tuesday, October 27 at 7 p.m. at Trinity House. 
Taught this year by Fr. Ignatius, the weekly in-person 
course will initially run for four weeks—with the first 
batch of sessions concluding before Thanksgiving.  
 

Diocesan Assembly Postponed 
The Annual Archdiocesan Assembly scheduled to be 
held at the new St. Nicholas Church, DuBois, on 
November 7, has been postponed. Still planned to 
take place in DuBois, the revised date is February 6, 
2021. In addition to our four clergy, the parish will 
send Bruce and Mary Kay Haupt, Daniel McNulty, 
and Mka. Brenda Smith as delegates. 
 

 attend and show reverence for all innocent life.  
 

<  ORTHODOX SPIRITUALITY 

Changing the World by the Cross  
 
 
 

by 
Fr. David 
Smith 

From Minsk to State College… 
Sister Larissa (above), who visited the parish in September, and 
her fellow monastics at St. Elisabeth Convent in Belarus express 
their sincere gratitude and appreciation for the parish’s support 
of their ongoing mission work, which includes reaching out to 
kids with mental and physical disabilities, and those struggling 
with addiction. $500 was donated by parishioners. < 
 



 

 
 

  

Saturday 3 
Great Vespers, 6pm 
Confessions 

 Sunday 4 

Divine Liturgy, 10am  
(Hours, 9:40am)  

Fellowship and Catechesis, 
following 

Tuesday 6 
Choir Rehearsal, 6pm 

 Saturday 10 
Great Vespers, 6pm 
Confessions 

 Sunday 11 

Divine Liturgy, 10am  
(Hours, 9:40am)  

Fellowship and Catechesis, 
following 

Tuesday 13 
Choir Rehearsal, 6pm  

Saturday 17 
Great Vespers, 6pm  
Confessions 

 Sunday 18 

Divine Liturgy, 10am  
(Hours, 9:40am)  

Fellowship and Catechesis, 
following 

 

  

Tuesday 20 
Choir Rehearsal, 6pm  

 Saturday 24 
Great Vespers, 6pm 
Confessions 

 Sunday 25 

Divine Liturgy, 10am  
(Hours, 9:40am)  

Fellowship and Catechesis, 
following  

Monday 26 
 “Hats and Blankets for 

Babies” Ministry, 6:30pm 

Tuesday 27 
Choir Rehearsal, 6pm 

 Saturday 31 
Great Vespers, 6pm 
Confessions 

Sunday 1 
(Daylight Saving Time Ends, 

2am—turn clocks back) 
Divine Liturgy, 10am EST 

(Hours, 9:40am EST)  
Fellowship and Catechesis, 

following 

 Tuesday 3 
Choir Rehearsal, 6pm  
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

27 
Divine Liturgy, 10am   •LIVE•   

(Hours, 9:40am) or Typika @ Home 
Strategic Planning Presentation  

with Fr. Ignatius Hunter, 11:45am   
•LIVE• 

  

28 
Penn State Student  

Open House, 7pm-10pm  
@ Trinity House 

 

29 
Adult Study Group, 7pm  

@ Trinity House &  
via Zoom† 

 
 

30 
Confessions, 4pm-6pm  
Vespers, 6pm 
Confessions, following 
 

 October 1 
Protection of the 

Theotokos 
Orthodox Christian 

Fellowship at Penn State: 
Virtual Game Night, 7pm   
via Zoom† 

 

2 
 

3 
Choir Rehearsal, 4pm 
Great Vespers, 6pm   •LIVE• 
Confessions, following 
 

4 
Divine Liturgy, 10am   •LIVE•   

(Hours, 9:40am) or Typika @ Home 
Parish “Town Hall” Meeting on 

Strategic Planning/Master Site 
Plan Proposal, 11:45am @ Nave  
& via Zoom† 

5 
“Hats and Hugs Made with 

Love” Knitting Group, 
1pm-2:30pm  
@ Trinity House 

Penn State Student  
Open House, 7pm-10pm  
@ Trinity House 

 

6 
St. Innocent of Alaska 
Adult Study Group, 7pm  

@ Trinity House &  
via Zoom† 

 
 
 
 

7 
Confessions, 4pm-6pm 
Vespers, 6pm 
Parish Council Meeting, 

7pm @ Parish Hall &  
via Zoom† 

 

8 
 
 

9 
St. Tikhon, Enlightener 

of North America  
 
(Fr. Ignatius on vacation 

today through Oct. 23.) 
 

10 
High School Class 

Gathering, 4pm @ Trinity 
House Porch (weather 
permitting) or Parish Hall, 
and via Zoom†  

Great Vespers, 6pm   •LIVE• 
(No Confessions) 

11 
Fathers of the Seventh 

Ecumenical Council 
Divine Liturgy, 10am   •LIVE•   

(Hours, 9:40am) or Typika @ Home 
Memorial for Charles L. Schall, Jr. 

(+Sept. 30, 2020), following 
 

12 
Penn State Student  

Open House, 7pm-10pm  
@ Trinity House 

 

13 
 

14 
Vespers, 6pm 
(No Confessions) 
 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
Choir Rehearsal, 4pm 
Great Vespers, 6pm   •LIVE• 
(No Confessions) 
 

18 
Apostle and Evangelist Luke 
Divine Liturgy, 10am   •LIVE•   

(Hours, 9:40am) or Typika @ Home 
Memorials for George (+1987) & 

Dorothy (+2018) Radomsky and 
Harold (+2000) & Sara (1999) 
Mortimore, following 

 
 

19 
Penn State Student  

Open House, 7pm-10pm  
@ Trinity House 

 

20 
 

21 
Vespers, 6pm 
(No Confessions) 
 

22 
 
 
 

23 
Holy Apostle James 
Vespers, 6pm   

24 
Memorial Saturday 
Memorial Divine Liturgy, 

9am (Hours, 8:40am) 
H.S. Gathering, 4pm @ 

T.H., P.H., and via Zoom† 
Great Vespers, 6pm   •LIVE• 
Confessions 
 25 

Divine Liturgy, 10am   •LIVE•   
(Hours, 9:40am) or Typika @ Home 

Great Vespers, 6pm, 

26 
Great Martyr Demetrius 

the Myrrh-gusher of 
Thessalonica 

Divine Liturgy, 8am  
(Hours, 7:40am) 

PSU Open House, 7pm-
10pm @ Trinity House 

 

27 
Orthodoxy 101, 7pm  

@ Trinity House 
Conference Room 

28 
Confessions, 4pm-6pm  
Vespers, 6pm 
Confessions, following 
 
 

29 
  

30 
 

31 
St. John (Kochurov)  

of Chicago 
Choir Rehearsal, 4pm 
Great Vespers, 6pm   •LIVE• 
Confessions, following 
 

November 1 
(Daylight Saving Time Ends, 2am—  

turn clocks back one hour) 
 
Divine Liturgy, 10am EST   •LIVE•   

(Hours, 9:40am) or Typika @ Home 
 

2 
Penn State Student  

Open House, 7pm-10pm  
@ Trinity House 

 

3 
Orthodoxy 101, 7pm  

@ Trinity House 
Conference Room 
 

 
 

4 
Confessions, 4pm-6pm  
Vespers, 6pm 
Confessions, following 
 

5 
Orthodox Christian 

Fellowship at Penn State: 
Fr. Thomas Soroka, Guest 
Speaker, 7pm via Zoom† 

 

 7 
High School Class 

Gathering, 4pm @ Trinity 
House Porch (weather 
permitting) or Parish Hall, 
and via Zoom† 

Great Vespers, 6pm   •LIVE• 
Confessions, following 
 

October 2020 
 

 

Holy Trinity Calendar Chapel Calendar  

All events take place at the new building (145 North Kern Street) 
in Beavertown, unless where noted. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

All events take place at 119 South Sparks Street in State College, unless where noted. 
Events listed at Trinity House take place at 123 South Sparks Street, in State College. 

 

 
 
y 
 

 † to join, visit holytrinity-oca.org/zoom or call 814-231-2855. 

 •LIVE•  this service will be livestreamed at holytrinity-oca.org 
and YouTube (holytrinity-oca.org/YouTube). 


